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2l H.D. CARLiTON

I don't know why it excites me. Something must be wtong with me.

It's not notmal fot liquid heat to course thtough my veins, leaving tingles

butning in its wake. It's not commofl for my mind to start w-ondetino

about things I shouldn't.

Can he see me now? \X/earing nothing but a thin tank top, my nipples

poking through the matedal? Or the shorts I'm wearing that bately cover

my ass? Does he like the view?

Of course he does.

That's why he watches me, isn't it? That's why he comes back every

rught, growing boldet with his leering while I silently challenge him.

Hoping he'll come cioser, so I have a teason to Put a knife to his throat.

The ttuth is, I'm scared of hin-r. Terrified, actually.

But the man standing outside my window makes me feel lii<e I'm

sitting in a dark room, a single light shining ftom the television where a

horrot flick plays on the scteen. It's petifiring, and ali.I want to do is hide,

but there's a distinct patt of me that keeps me still, bating myself to the

horror. That {rnds a small thrill out of it.

It's dark agun, and the iightning strikes in zreas fitther asray.

My breathing continues to escalate. I can't see him, but he can see me'

Rippi.g my eyes a'way ftom the window, I tutn to look behind me in

the darkened house, parztoid that he's somehow found a way inside. No

trrztter how deep the shadows go in Patsons Manot, the biack and white

checkered floor always seems visible.

I inherited this house from my grandparents. My great-grandpatents

had built the three-story Victorian home back in the eadv 1940s through

blood, sweat, tears, and the lives of five construction wotkers'

Legend says-----or tather Nana says-that the house caught fire and

killed the construction wotkers during the building structure phase. I
haven't been able to find any nev/s articles on the unfortuflate event, but

the souls that haunt the Manor reek of despair.

IilL\-TI

Nana always told gmldiose stories that v,ruog est

FEeots. Mom nevet believed anything Nana said, but I thn

,4,uli to.

Sometimes I heat footsteps at night. They could be

r,i de wotkets who died in the tagic fite eighty years ago,

::]m the shadow that stands outside mv house.

Natching me.

^\lu.ays watching me.



'eru Sunptz,r sdzs11-

'aur Srmlrrz\\

'esnoq dw aPrstno sPrrs]s lsql .lr\op?r{s aF Errru

?q pFor doql ro 'o8e srzad lrr{8ra atg :r.8e:+ erp ul paIP oq^r sra)po:l rF -tr:

stsoq8 aqt uro4 aq ppoc daqa'1q3ru w sdelstoo3 r?orl I sauruawos

Ei-udr

].uplp tsnl aqs lun1r I ]nq 
<przs zuz513ury1duz pe eqaq rr^au ruol\ =a#.

dw uror; slor ada 8unu,l ]zrp sarJots asorpuur8 plot sizrqz euzl

T I ENIISGV DN]INnVI]

li l( I 'rtl.-; \.r 'r ll't]n.: -. '

pi-I? J-rU iqi;nu: :sn<:q :rlil --i' 
-

's,r)\1I().\\1l()illnlri!;' I t . .

q8norrp sgy61 t(pta etp uI >lf,zq auoq uryr'-\ -rrc.q
sluarzdpuerS-1eer8 d1g 'sluarzdpuzr8 Iu uoq a'$q + F

'aIqIsL\565 -rrrFI!

elrq^\ PuB ll"Iq eql 'rouYlq suosrEd ur o3 s.topzqs 4 d=

oN 'oplstn dz.t z puno; 1(oqauros s.ar{ rstp prorrzrzd'aEnoq

rn eru PuEIeq lool ol urnl 1 itopurll agr uro5 -fu'$s =ja is

'arrr 3es uul aq lnq'um{ aes l.tr?f, I 'elzlzf,sa o1 sanuguoc 8un

'dYnz reqtrry szere ur salms Stmrrq8q aqr pue urut
'1r Jo ]no IFP IIsEs z sPur

aqr or glasdru Swwq '1ns aur sdaal ruql eur Jo lrzd prrnsrl

.ap1{ sI op ot }ue,tt I Ip Pue €urd+rnad s(}I 'uoarf,s atl} uo srt

E eraq^\ uolsr,rela] arp tuor; Stmm{s rq8q a13urs z fuoor p

ur.I a{[ IaaJ eur sa>IELu a\oPuurr dur aprstno Srnpuas ua

' dlznrlY'pagprea'um{ Jo Psrms EJ tr

']zortl] srq 01 eJTLDI u lnd ot uossar ? e^?q I os tasop euc

'umtr a8ualzqc dpueps I a1.n{lr' 8ur.ree1 srg rpuo, raploq I

,fua-te lceq seuro) eq dqao' s,rzqa ell ](usr 'aru sarplat eq I

'seoP f,q

i^\el a{p J-III r{

re-toc dlawq ]?rlr Sulwea ru.I slrogs aqr rO lpoarzw ap r

se1ddru dru 'dot {uu} untr} e 1nq Surqlou 3uwatrtr irtros aur

a.uPFott

Suuapuon ]wls o] ptmrr fru ro; uoururo] lou s<ll ?:[ES

se18un 3unza1 'sute,l dul q8norqr esmor ol l?eq pmbq ro1

'auJ qtl.q Suorn aq tsnw Surqleurog 'aur selpxa lr -r+\ -w





6 l H D.CARITON

trying to find patience weaved into the stained roof of my c r.

How did I manage to get ketchup up there?

"And just becanselou don't like it, doesn't mean I can't live in it," I
retoft dryly.

My mothet is a bitch. Plain and simple. She's always had a chip on her

shoulder, and for the life of me, I can't figure out why.

'You'll be living ao hout from usl That will be incredibly incomrenient

fot you to come visit us, won't it?"

Oh, how will I euer wuiue?

Pretty sute my gynecologist is an hout away, too, but I still make an

effort to see het ofrce a lear. And tl'rose visits are far mote painful.

"Nope," I repl)r, poppiflg the P. I'm over this convetsation. My patience

only lasts an entite sixty seconds talking to mv mothet. After thzt, I'm
tunning on fumes and have no desire to put in any more effort to keep the

conversation moving along.

If it's not one thing, itt the othet. She al-ways mznages to fnd

something to complain about. This time, it's my choice to live in the

house my grandpatents gave to me. I grew up in Parsons Manor, tunoing

alongside the ghosts in the halls and baking cookies with Nana. I have fond

memories hels-rnsm6ries I refuse to let go of just because Mom didn't

get along with Nana.

I nevet understood the tension between them, trut as I got oldet and

started to compreheod Mom's snarkiness and underhanded insults for

what they wete, it made sense.

Nana alwalrs had a positir,-e, sunny oudook on life, viewing the world

through tose-coloted glasses. She was alway5 511ili1'rg and humrning, while

Mom is cursed with a perpetual scowl on her fzce and looking at life like her

glasses got smashed when she uras Plunged out of Nana's vaglna. I don't

know why her personality flever developed past that of a potcupine-she

was rrever raised to be a pdckly bitch.

Growing up, my mom and dad had a house onlr a

hrsons Manot. She could barely tolerate me, so I spe
rlildhood in this house. It wasn,t until I left for college *
,ut of town an hout away. When I quit college, I mosed i
I lot back on my feet and my wdting cateer took oif.

-\nd when it did, I decided to travel around the cour
$Ediog rn one place.

\ana died about a year ago, gfting me the house in I

a=ef hindered me from moving into parsons Manor. Una
\[om sighs again through the phone. ..I just sish

rr-:tiea in life, instead of staying in the town you gres
flo something mote with yout )ife than waste array in that
:=dmother did. I don't want you to become wortJrless li}

-\ snarl overtakes my face, fury teadng throughout rnr che
-\es?"

-Fack off."

I h-ng up the phone, angi)y smashing my finger into r

I:=c tre telltale chime that the call has ended.

Hors dare she speak of het own mother that szr
@Erg but loved and cherished? Nana certainlr didnt m
frE 

=Eets mq thatt fot damn sure.

- 
= ^ 

page from Nlom,s book and let loose a m&
r@HmE ro look out my side windouz Said hou5e 5tanj5
6E -=ra* roof spearing through the gloomy clouds and loc

EK ..t-€ S.icket of trees are no more inviting__their sha

i.a =e osergrorrth u.ith outstretched claws.

. sc--=r- delighting in the omjnous feeling radiaring tr

s:E.r- ,: Se clitt-. It looks exactly as it did from mr .hi
@r,= =E =.. !=s: of a thrill to peer into the infinite blackaes
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8 | H.D.CARLTON

Patsons Manot is stationed on a cliffside overlooking the Sound

$ith a mile long dtiveway stretching through a heavily u,ooded arcz. The

congregation of trees sepatates dris house ftom the rest of the world,

making you feel like you're well and tuly alone.

Sometimes, it feels like vou're on an entirely diffetent planet, ostracized

fuom civ't\zaaon. The whole area has a menacing, sortowful aura.

And I fucking love it.

The house has begun to decay, but it can be fixed up to look like

new again with a bit of TLC. Hundteds of vines ctawl up all sides of the

structure, ciimbing tovrards the gargoyles stationed on the toof on either

side of the manor. The black siding is fading to a gray znd statting to peel

away, ar'd the black paint around the windows is chippirrg like cheap nail

poiish. I'll have to hire someone to give the large front porch a facehft

since it's statting to sag on one side.

The lawn is long or.erdue for a haircut, the biades of gtass neat\ as tall

as rne, and dre three acres of clearing butsting with weeds. I bet plenty of

snakes have settled in nicely since it's last been mowed.

Nana used to offset dre manor's datk shade with blooms of colotfi:l flowers

during the spfing season. Hyacinths, primroses, violas, and rhoCoden&on.

And in auturnn, sunflowers would be crawling up the sides of the

house, the bright yellows and otanges in the petais a beautiful corrtrast

against the black siding.

I can plant a garden around the front of the house again when the

season calis fot it. This time, I'11 plant strawberries, letuce, and herbs as well.

I'm cieep in my musings when my eyes sflag on mo\remeflt from above.

Cuttains fluttet in the lone window at the very top of the house.

The attic.

Last time I checked, there's no centtal air up there. Nothing should be

able to move those curtai-ns, but yet I don't doubt what I saw

Coupled with the looming storm in the backgrou,nd, Parsons Manot

- :a-ui o,_rt of : h(lrror filt[. ] si-ici, :.. .

- : ,.,) sti)l1 tila srnile trUm iormi;-,ia ,,:t :t:

- ,it

-r,)r.iii -rvhr-, l-rut I r1o.

-.'.-,:tt ltt\. inotfref savs. I'm jjriirg her: l :

. ::r treedom to it't-e an,r..uvhete. So, \, iri.. - 

j - :
. :t1!-:1ns a lot to mei f hat doesn,t tnake n,. .-

:r'_ r\r-o_ J tralel crrough -,vitli book touis .r:1. _ r ::
. - .rruse -,r,on,[ change thrt. I kncu, _r-ir.,i ::-. ,_ 

-.

- : . :1iii u-het an1.o116 eisc thinks abour ii.
: .--i'i-noltmi,deatest.

: Llri-s varvn, aild ra.ir-r spilis fl.om tl.ieii: il(,-r -

i- :r r;f s1' car, inhaling the sccot of tre s:t :.
-Ir i. l,a) : torfentlai rk;w-ilpcur in ,.r rn.r[rt ,- .- _

- ich .rteps, flinginE drops of \\rater otf j-it: .-:

: . \\-et alog.

. ,rnis-1 just don'r hl<e to bc in them. J.ci nl._-:
. - ,.-jrh a muq oi tca ancl e L.ros;k u.lllt Lsrct..

-. :r lre,,'into thc ktckanCturnit. Burir,: .. -:i r-
. :r,ilir1ltctcr. i jirrrm_v the kcr,, \vre stiiag \r-iti,r r: __,-

::-,: .itd f in :ible to unlocli the door.

';., .a?i,tlLt l:at,i lo ii:r; tbat :oon, too.

_:r: cirafi u,elcomes mc as I ()pen thc .r,, ,: _

- :l-tez:ing rain sdll $,et on mr. skin aiiLl Lt_ _

.tL.- 1^rouse is cast in shaclorvs. l)im hqi-. .: -: ..
. -:.cu:rlh- i)clrtrs as the suo di:;appears i:reirir_.- --1 

,

: - . . j sitor-ricl start rrri- storr- ririth ..ii r:rs 11 L1.:. :

r iacl sr.lrile l,hcn I see the l;lack ribbr.r c. : -

- _i:r :reel sarpecl in an intlicate dcsrp-n ri 1 :-- _l
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10 | H. D. CARLTON

from the tips. It's ahvays been Nana's most prized possession.

The black and white checkered floors lead dtectiy to the black grand

512k62ss-l21ge enough to fit a piano tfuough sideways-and flow off into

the living room. My boots squeak against the tiles as I \reflrure further inside.

This floor is ptimariiy an open concept, making it feel like the

monsttosity of the home could swallow you whole.

The living atea is to the left of the staircase. I purse my lips and look

around, nostalgia hitting me straight in the gut. Dust coats everv sutface,

and the sme1l of mothbails is ovetpowering, but it looks exacdy how I last

sau,- it, right before Nana died last year.

A large black stone llreplace is in the center of the living room ofl the

lar left v,a11, with red velvet couches squared atound it. An otnate wooden

coffee table sits in the middle, afl empty vase atop the datk wood. Nana

used to fl1l it with lilies, but now it only collects dust and bug carcasses.

The walls are covered in black paisley walJ,papet, offset b1, hea'r'y

golden curtaifls.

C)ne of m)i favodte parts is the large balr qzi14oo, at dre front of the

house, providing a beautifui view of the forest beyond Parsons Nfanor.

Placed right in front of it is a red velvet rockiflg chair with a matching

stool. Nana used to sit thete and watch the rain, and she said her mother

would always do the same.

The checkered tiling extends into the kitchen with beautiful black

stained cabinets and marble countettops. A massive island sits in dre

middle with black barstools Lining one side. Gtandpa and I used to sit thete

and watch Nana cook, enioying her humming to hetself as she whipped

up delicious meals.

Shaking away the memories, I rush over to a tall lamp by the rocking

chair and flick on the light. I telease a sigh of relief when a buttetv soft

glow emits ftom the bulb. A few days ago, I had called to get the utilities

turned on iri my name, but ),ou can never be too sure when dealing with

: ' .. \ ,)\ cr to the thcrmostat, the mltllirr: ---.

-- l,)ail-.
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